
The Duxbury Public Schools Curriculum reflects the targeted skills for each grade level,
Kindergarten through grade 5.  Targeted skills are from the most recent Massachusetts
Curriculum Frameworks in the following areas:

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts and Literacy, 2017

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Mathematics, 2017

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Science and Technology, 2016

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for History and Social Science, 2018

Massachusetts Digital Literacy and Computer Science Framework, 2016

Ritamarie Benoit
Curriculum Supervisor Grades 3 - 5
Alden Elementary School
781.934.7630 ext.3110
rbenoit@duxbury.k12.ma.us

Sara Milner
Curriculum Supervisor PK - Grade 2

Chandler Elementary School
781.934.7680 ext.2005

smilner@duxbury.k12.ma.us

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wqFjpP7UmUv4rarmBEp2Yzi6UDyKUT0D
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CKasgFqGf0axunDg82gQdIH1QEV94maI
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sRXnfJxm_a4eXBwdts3vlWDcEaNUvKKO
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CpwpHVnv8YhHiTaj1RA-YzH6nrUhjKuf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/dlcs.docx


Overview

The Duxbury Public Schools provides a Standards Based Report Card for the elementary
students in grades PK – 5.

These report cards have been developed based on the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.
The format of the Standards Based Report Card allows us to define standards for each grade
level to determine how well students are progressing to meet the MA Curriculum Standards.

The report card benefits students, teachers, and parents/guardians by  providing a detailed
outline of the expectations in each of the major academic areas – Literacy, Math, Science, and
Social Studies.

We look forward to working together to provide your child with the knowledge and tools needed
to be successful.

What do Beginning, Developing, Approaching, and
Proficient mean?

Proficient - Student consistently demonstrates the skill, concept, or behavior independently.

Approaching - Student often demonstrates the skill, concept, or behavior independently.

Developing - Student sometimes demonstrates the skill, concept, or behavior.

Beginning - Student does not yet demonstrate the skill, concept, or behavior.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Standards-Based Report Card?

The purpose of the Standards Based Report Card is to provide detailed feedback to parents
regarding the progress of their children.The report card allows parents and students to clearly
understand the expectations at each grade level.

Why are there multiple standards for the same subject? Why not just
one grade?

With a traditional report card, it is not possible to see strengths and weaknesses within one
subject area.  For example, a student who received a “B+” in English Language Arts might be
very strong in writing, but may need more support with analyzing literature.  The overall grade
does not show this.  By providing more specific descriptions of the learning expectations and
rating students on each, families can better understand in which areas their student excels, and
in which areas their student is still growing.

How can I access my child’s standards-based report card?

You will access your childʼs report card through your account in the  Aspen Family Portal.
Aspen is our school districtʼs information management system.  The Family Portal provides you,
as the parent/guardian, a private login that will allow you to view your childʼs report card. You
received communication from the district upon student registration and alerts when the report
cards are posted. Please be aware that the report card is posted as a PDF to your main portal
page. We hope that this information will be helpful to you.



Why are some standards graded and some appear to be shaded out?

In each grade level, all the skills listed on the report card will be taught and assessed throughout
the year.  Some skills will only be taught, and therefore assessed, in one term.  When a
standard is shaded, it has not been assessed that term.

Many other skills are assessed throughout multiple terms.  This provides students with the
opportunity to learn and practice a given skill throughout the year.  It also allows the teacher to
break down skills into manageable sections for students to learn best.  For example, a math
concept such as “uses place value understanding and properties of operations to perform
multi-digit arithmetic” may be assessed in all three terms.  The first term, the students may be
expected to perform multi-digit arithmetic in addition, the second term the students may be
using multiplication, and by the end of the year, the students may be expected to be proficient
performing all four operations.

In addition, standards are assessed across multiple terms because as the content of the
literature or math becomes more complex as the year goes on, we want to provide families with
accurate information regarding your child’s continued understanding.  For example, a student
may be proficient at finding the main idea of a selection during the first term.  In term 2, he or
she may not be proficient as the content becomes more complex.  Therefore, he or she may
receive an “approaching” for that skill in term 2. This may not be an indication that the child’s
skills have regressed, but rather it could be that with more complex texts, they are still growing
their skills for gleaning the main idea when it is less clearly stated.

Do I really need to download my child’s report card?
Families have many different philosophies about grading and sharing grades with their children.
Classroom teachers do put many hours into thoughtfully completing your child’s report card and
comments, and thus they value this opportunity to provide feedback to you about your child’s
areas of greatest strength and opportunity for growth. Please take the time to download and
read through the report card. How and what you share with your child is, of course, a family
decision and should align with your parenting philosophies. We emphasize a growth mindset in
our schools and feel that there is a lot of power in the word “yet”. All children develop at different
rates, and this is just a description of your child’s progress at one moment in time.



When should I expect report cards to be posted?

At Alden School, report cards are posted three times a year, once each term. Our first report
card is just after Thanksgiving. Our second term report card is posted in mid-March, and our
third term report card is posted on the last day of school.

At Chandler School, report cards are posted twice with progress shared by teachers in between
report cards. The first report card is posted in late January, early February.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to your building Curriculum Supervisor listed
on the first page of this document.


